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Secretariat General – The Cooperation Council for the Arab States of the Gulf 

 

Minutes 

The 23rd meeting of the Agricultural Cooperation Committee 

Saturday 26 Rajab 1433 corresponding to 16 June 2012 

Secretariat General 

The Agricultural Cooperation Committee held its 23rd meeting at the headquarters of the Secretariat 
General in Riyadh on Saturday 26 Rajab 1433 corresponding to 16 June 2012.  Ministers concerned 
in agriculture in the GCC countries participated in the meeting.  The meeting was headed by H.E. Dr. 
Fahad Bin Abdul Rahman Balghunaim, Minister of Agriculture of the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia and 
the head of its delegation (attached a list of the names of the participating delegations). 

(…) 

After a thorough discussion about the topics in the agenda according to the notes of the Secretariat 
General, the minutes of the technical committees, the recommendations of the preparatory meeting 
of the Deputy Agriculture Ministers Committee and the suggestions of member states, it was agreed 
on the following: 

1- Subjects of the Livestock Standing Committee 

Seven: - To directly lift the ban on the import of live cows and their products from the countries that 
did not have record of mad cow disease and that have been listed as counties that have risk but 
under control according to the categorization of the World Organization of Animal Health (OIE). 

The Ministers were informed that this topic has been discussed at the extraordinary meeting of 
Livestock Standing Committee held in Dubai, UAE (April 2012), according to the request of the UAE. 
The Deputies also discussed this in their preparatory meeting (Secretariat General – 3-4 June 2012).  
After discussion and exchange of views the ministers agreed on the suggestion of the Deputies that 
lifting the ban directly on the import of live cows and their products is of importance to the relation 
between the GCC countries and the countries from which the animals and their products are 
imported from. Also it is in line with the procedures of the OIE and the scientific basis followed in 
the GCC countries in taking their decisions about the ban or lifting the ban on the import of live 
animals and their products according to the joint law.  Therefore, the ministers decided the 
following: 

 To allow the import of live cattle from all countries of the world and which had not been 
recorded cases of mad cow disease, including the European Union and according to the 
classification of the World Organization for Animal Health (OIE) as well as the mechanism of 
import and Regulations applicable in the GCC. 
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